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Abstract: Globalization has transformed the global economy over the past two decades, altering trade flows and
expanding supply chains. These shifts have redefined inflation dynamics, emphasizing global trends over domestic
factors. This paper examines the impact of the Great European and American Inflation on China’s economy and
global markets, focusing on monetary policy and economic stability.

Stagnant growth in the United States, China, and the Eurozone has been exacerbated by surging inflation,
geopolitical tensions. In the U.S., reduced purchasing power and restrictive monetary policies have slowed growth.
China has faced its lowest GDP growth in decades due to stringent lockdowns and a real estate crisis, while the
Eurozone has seen downgraded growth projections.

High inflation in the U.S. and Europe has tightened global financial conditions, disrupting supply chains, raising raw
material costs, and pressuring China’s export-driven economy. This paper explores China’s strategies to mitigate
these shocks, including a pivot toward domestic consumption and an evolving role in global trade, offering insights
into economic interdependence and China’s adaptation to inflationary pressures.

Keywords: High inflation; International trade; Green energy transition

DOI: 10.62639/sspjiss26.20250202

1. Introduction

Globalization has transformed the global economy over the past two decades, altering trade patterns, expanding
supply chains, and elevating the influence of emerging markets. These shifts have redefined inflation dynamics,
emphasizing global rather than domestic factors in economic models. Against this backdrop, this paper examines
how the recent surge in inflation across the United States and Europe has impacted China’s economy and global
markets.

Stagnant growth in the world’s largest economies—the United States, China, and the Eurozone—has led to
significant global implications. In the United States, restrictive monetary policies and declining purchasing power
are dampening growth. In China, stringent lockdowns and a real estate crisis have pushed GDP growth to its lowest
level in decades, while the Eurozone struggles with downgraded projections.

This study explores the ripple effects of high inflation on China’s export-driven economy, highlighting disruptions
in supply chains, rising material costs, and shifts in global trade dynamics. It also examines China’s strategic pivot
toward domestic consumption and innovation as part of its response to these external shocks, offering insights into
global economic interdependence.

2. Global Inflation Trends

The United States, a global economic powerhouse, has evolved from an agrarian economy to a leading
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exporter of goods and services. Technological advancements have strengthened its economy, yet challenges like
unemployment and economic downturns persist (Albuquerque, Bruno & Ursel, 2017). A recession, defined by the
National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) as sustained economic decline, involves reduced consumer spending,
job losses, and slower investment. However, strong labor markets complicate traditional definitions.

In 2022, U.S. GDP growth slowed to 0.9% in Q2, with inflation reaching a 40-year high of 9.1%. Rising energy costs
and supply chain disruptions strained households, with gas prices peaking at $5 per gallon. The Federal Reserve
responded by raising interest rates by 0.75 percentage points in June and July to curb inflation, risking further
economic slowdown (Feng et al., 2021).

Instability in the global economy intensified, with disruptions in supply chains and inflation surging as consumer
demand outpaced recovery efforts. Heightened borrowing costs for mortgages, credit cards, and loans further
strained businesses and households. Historical crises, like the 2008 financial meltdown and the dot-com bubble,
highlight the risks of unchecked financial practices and the significance of the Federal Reserve’s policies. However,
the delayed effects of rate hikes raise concerns about their overall effectiveness.

In May 2022, the U.S. unemployment rate fell to 13.3% from 14.7% in April, signaling recovery. Still, pandemic-
driven unemployment reached unprecedented levels, with 19 million claims filed. Deviations from the Federal
Reserve’s natural unemployment rate of 3.5%-4.5% often trigger inflation due to labor shortages and wage
pressures (Kleinhans, 2022).

During the 2008 financial crisis, unemployment peaked at 10%, and GDP contracted by 0.1%. Although GDP
growth rebounded to 2.5% in 2010, unemployment lagged at 9.3%, underscoring its role as a lagging indicator (Auer
etal., 2017).In June 2022, the Federal Reserve implemented its largest rate hike in 30 years, pushing mortgage rates
to nearly 6%, the highest since 2008. Global inflation forecasts for 2022 rose due to soaring energy and food prices,
projected at 6.6% for advanced economies and 9.5% for emerging markets.

3. Theories and Mechanisms of Inflation

The monetarist theory posits that inflation results from excessive money supply, with Friedman (1956, 1977)
emphasizing that increases in money supply without corresponding output growth drive up prices. While
monetarism underscores the role of monetary policy, it neglects non-monetary factors influencing inflation.
Alternative theories, such as Keynesian models, link inflation to excessive consumer spending at full employment,
while Post-Keynesian perspectives focus on structural imbalances, such as wage-price dynamics (Bir6, 2020).

The Federal Reserve plays a pivotal role in inflation management through monetary policy. Changes in the
Fed Funds Rate impact borrowing costs, consumer spending, and investment. For instance, rate cuts encourage
borrowing, while hikes suppress inflation by reducing spending. By May 2021, inflation had risen sharply,
highlighting the complexities of balancing short-term growth with long-term stability (Chen, 2021).

The Phillips curve explores the trade-off between inflation and unemployment, suggesting that lower
unemployment correlates with higher inflation. However, this inverse relationship is not linear and proved unreliable
during events like the 1970s stagflation, where high unemployment and inflation occurred simultaneously.
Policymakers increasingly view the Phillips curve as an inadequate tool for addressing inflation-unemployment
dynamics, particularly in the long term (Argy & Nevile, 2016).

Economic adjustments also play out over the short and long term. In the short run, wages and prices are sticky,
preventing immediate equilibrium. Over time, as wages adjust, employment and production stabilize. The short-run
Phillips curve demonstrates an inverse relationship between unemployment and inflation, but long-term data reveal
that inflation expectations undermine its predictive power (Hofstetter & Rosas, 2018).
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Stagflation in the 1970s undermined the Phillips curve’s validity, as simultaneous high inflation and
unemployment defied its trade-off premise. Policymakers have since adopted demand-side interventions to
manage inflation, although the curve’s limitations make it less reliable for crafting monetary policy.

Global responses to inflation emphasize coordinated monetary tightening, despite the economic costs. Rising
interest rates increase borrowing costs and curb spending, but governments must also address energy and food
price shocks without distorting markets. Prioritizing green energy transitions is essential to mitigate long-term
inflation risks and enhance sustainable economic recovery (Tyers & Zhou, 2021).

4. Impacts on China’s Economy and Global Policy Responses

The relationship between China and the global economy is undergoing significant changes. The McKinsey
Global Institute’s China-World Exposure Index shows that while China’s exposure to the world has declined, the
world’s reliance on China has increased. This evolving dynamic is influenced by trade conflicts, protectionism, new
technology regulations, and geopolitical tensions, which have strained international relations.

In 2014, China overtook the U.S. as the largest economy by purchasing power parity and contributed 16% to
global GDP by 2018. As the world’s largest exporter since 2009, China now accounts for 11.4% of global trade, up
from 1.9% in 2000. It is the leading import source for 65 countries and the main export destination for 33 nations,
particularly in technology-intensive and resource-exporting industries (Yang et al., 2021).

China’s financial sector has demonstrated resilience and steady progress in its development. Between 2015
and 2017, China emerged as the second-largest global source and recipient of foreign direct investment (FDI),
showcasing its growing influence in the global financial landscape. Efforts toward further opening up the financial
market, including the easing of restrictions on capital flows, reflect a commitment to gradual and stable reform.
These initiatives highlight China’s proactive approach to aligning its financial system with international standards
while maintaining economic stability.

China’s economic rebalancing emphasizes domestic consumption over export dependence. By 2015, over 60% of
its GDP growth stemmed from domestic spending, with net trade exerting a negative impact on GDP growth in 2017
and 2018. This shift reduces China’s vulnerability to external shocks, such as global trade disputes and fluctuating
commodity prices. For instance, China maintained stable inflation at 2.1% in May 2022, even as inflation in the U.S.
and Europe surged to multi-decade highs due to energy and supply chain disruptions (Yang et al., 2021).

Nevertheless, China’s economy remains exposed to rising global energy and raw material costs. Inflationary
pressures from these factors challenge domestic price stability, despite China’s relatively self-sufficient food
production. The Ukraine conflict has exacerbated global commodity price volatility, which could indirectly affect
China’s manufacturing costs and consumer inflation (Tyers & Zhou, 2021).

China’s reliance on imported technologies, such as semiconductors and intellectual property, underscores its
vulnerability in key areas of global competition. Despite significant investment in domestic R&D and renewable
energy, China continues to depend on foreign inputs for certain high-tech sectors (Yang et al., 2021). The digital
economy, while vast, faces constraints in cross-border data flows, limiting its full integration into the global digital
ecosystem.

As the world’s largest contributor to renewable energy investments, China contributed $127 billion in 2017,
accounting for 45% of global renewable energy funding (Lai et al., 2020). This significant investment reflects China'’s
commitment to addressing domestic pollution and fulfilling international climate goals. By prioritizing green energy
transitions and enhancing energy efficiency, China continues to play a vital role in driving global progress toward a
more sustainable and environmentally friendly future.
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China’s evolving economic landscape has significant implications for global policy coordination. As advanced
economies tighten monetary policies to combat inflation, developing countries face rising borrowing costs and
restricted fiscal flexibility. Multilateral cooperation is essential to stabilize global markets and address inflationary
pressures.

Policymakers should focus on fostering green energy transitions to mitigate long-term inflation risks and ensure
sustainable economic recovery. Investments in renewable energy and climate-resilient infrastructure are critical
for reducing dependence on fossil fuels, especially in light of the ongoing geopolitical tensions that disrupt global
energy supplies. Additionally, international collaboration on trade and technology standards can help address the
fragmentation caused by protectionism and geopolitical rivalry.

5. Recommendations

The U.S. and Europe must clarify their strategic objectives for China based on their reliance on global value chains
and investment priorities. If China remains a key driver of innovation and growth, long-term plans should focus on
fostering R&D and innovation, with optimized spending on value-creating activities.

Amid increasing regulatory and economic volatility, businesses in both the U.S. and China need greater agility
in presenting their value propositions (Yang et al., 2021). Governments are exerting more influence over trade,
mergers, and technology transfers. Companies must adapt to rapidly changing local environments, mitigate
operational risks, and invest in robust risk management strategies. Altering operational footprints and maintaining
flexibility in decision-making will be critical to navigating uncertainties.

Historically, businesses that weather recessions maintain strong balance sheets and diversify across industries
to minimize exposure to sector-specific slowdowns. Crises can serve as opportunities for restructuring, ultimately
strengthening organizational health.

Targeted financial assistance can mitigate the impact on vulnerable groups. However, as pandemic-related
spending strains government budgets, balancing interventions with tax adjustments or subsidies will prevent
austerity from exacerbating financial regulation challenges.

For emerging markets, tighter global financial conditions pose additional risks as wealthy nations raise interest
rates to curb inflation. To safeguard financial stability, governments should employ macroeconomic tools judiciously.
In the absence of flexible market mechanisms to absorb external shocks, measures such as capital flow management
or exchange rate interventions may be necessary during crises.

6. Conclusion

China’s economic relationships with Europe and the United States are entering a transformative phase, shaped
by the complex interplay of globalization, protectionism, and geopolitical tensions. While globalization has enabled
China to emerge as a global economic powerhouse, its unintended consequences, such as unequal distribution of
gains, have sparked widespread debate, particularly in developed countries. In the United States, concerns over the
“China shock” and its impact on domestic manufacturing jobs have led to calls for reshoring industries and closer
scrutiny of foreign investments. Similarly, Europe has implemented stricter regulations on investment agreements,
especially in strategically sensitive sectors like technology and energy.

Despite these shifts, a complete disengagement from China is neither feasible nor beneficial for global economic
stability. China remains a critical player in global supply chains, accounting for a significant share of global trade,
investment, and consumption. The country’s central role in manufacturing and technology networks underscores
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its indispensability in addressing global challenges such as climate change, public health crises, and digital
transformation.

The ongoing transition in China’s economic strategy—shifting from export dependence to domestic
consumption—has positioned it to navigate these challenges with resilience. By fostering innovation, investing in
renewable energy, and rebalancing its economy, China has demonstrated its capacity to adapt to external pressures.
However, the nation’s reliance on imported technologies and raw materials, combined with rising global inflation
and energy costs, continues to pose risks to its economic trajectory.

In conclusion, while challenges remain, the interdependence between China and the global economy
underscores the need for mutual adaptation and collaboration. Navigating this new phase of globalization will
require pragmatic policies, a commitment to shared prosperity, and a focus on long-term sustainability. By aligning
its domestic strategies with global priorities, China can continue to play a pivotal role in shaping a more inclusive
and resilient global economy.
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